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‌ 
Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌urged‌ ‌the‌ ‌Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌to‌ ‌formulate‌ ‌a‌ ‌Model‌ ‌Code‌ ‌of‌ ‌Conduct‌ ‌against‌ 

Police‌ ‌Brutality‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌Uphold‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌Liberties‌.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌letter‌ ‌to‌‌the‌‌Chief‌‌Justice‌‌of‌‌Supreme‌‌Court,‌‌Justice‌‌N‌‌V‌‌Ramana,‌‌urged‌‌to‌‌formulate‌‌a‌‌Model‌‌                                           
Code‌‌of‌‌Conduct‌‌for‌‌the‌‌Police‌‌while‌‌dealing‌‌with‌‌civilians‌‌so‌‌that‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌their‌‌human‌‌rights,‌‌rule‌‌of‌‌law,‌‌against‌‌police‌‌                                           
brutality.‌‌ ‌  

Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌Co-founder‌‌and‌‌Director‌‌&‌‌founder‌‌of‌‌Youth‌‌parliament‌‌Program‌,‌ ‌‌Raghavendar‌‌Askani‌ ‌Urging‌‌to‌‌                             
treat‌‌Swatantrata‌‌Center’s‌‌letter‌‌as‌‌a‌‌Suo‌‌Motu‌‌PIL‌‌petition‌‌in‌‌the‌‌interest‌‌of‌‌the‌‌public,‌‌he‌‌recalled‌‌that‌‌how‌‌Chief‌‌Justice‌‌                                           
himself‌ ‌agonized‌ ‌during‌ ‌his‌ ‌discussion‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Indian‌ ‌police‌ ‌system‌ ‌and‌ ‌Upholding‌ ‌civil‌ ‌liberties,‌ ‌how‌ ‌there‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌‌                                   
humiliation‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌of‌‌the‌‌citizens.‌‌It‌ ‌is‌‌kind‌‌of‌‌worrisome‌‌when‌‌the‌‌Chief‌‌Justice‌‌himself‌‌talks‌‌about‌‌the‌‌violations‌‌                                         
happening‌ ‌around.‌ ‌It‌ ‌shows‌ ‌how‌ ‌law‌ ‌and‌ ‌order‌ ‌are‌ ‌being‌ ‌implemented‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌daily‌ ‌basis.‌ ‌ 

He‌ ‌said‌ ‌that‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌‌letter,‌‌Swatantrata‌‌center‌‌wants‌‌to‌‌draw‌‌Chief‌‌Justice’s‌‌attention‌‌to‌‌the‌‌beating‌‌of‌‌people‌‌with‌‌                                       
lathis,‌‌using‌‌violence,‌‌abusive‌‌words,‌‌and‌‌how‌‌civilians‌‌are‌‌being‌‌treated‌‌by‌‌police‌‌personnel‌‌throughout‌‌the‌‌country.‌‌He‌‌                                   
deplored‌ ‌that‌ ‌Indian‌ ‌citizens‌ ‌are‌ ‌losing‌ ‌their‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌liberties‌ ‌and‌ ‌fundamental‌ ‌rights‌ ‌due‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌authoritarian‌ ‌culture‌‌                                 
embraced‌ ‌by‌ ‌Police‌ ‌and‌ ‌bureaucrats.‌ ‌ 

Swatantrata‌‌Center‌‌asserted‌‌that‌‌the‌‌judicial‌‌authorities‌‌should‌‌uphold‌‌the‌‌law‌‌and‌‌protect‌‌the‌‌Human‌‌Rights,‌‌Civil‌‌Rights,‌‌                                   
and‌‌Fundamental‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌citizens‌‌guaranteed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Constitution‌‌of‌‌India.‌‌Especially‌‌Article‌‌21‌‌of‌‌the‌‌constitution‌‌ensures‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌right‌‌to‌‌life‌‌with‌‌dignity‌‌and‌‌personal‌‌liberty.‌‌However,‌‌Swatantrata‌‌Center‌‌deplored‌‌that‌‌during‌‌the‌‌pandemic,‌‌many‌‌                                   
people‌ ‌who‌‌were‌‌out‌‌to‌‌do‌‌ordinary‌‌chores,‌‌or‌‌attending‌‌hospital,‌ ‌or‌‌for‌‌any‌‌other‌‌purpose‌‌have‌‌been‌‌beaten‌‌blue‌‌and‌‌                                         
black.‌‌There‌‌were‌‌instances‌‌where‌‌the‌‌youth‌‌had‌‌accelerated‌‌their‌‌vehicles‌‌while‌‌seeing‌‌the‌‌police‌‌and‌‌it‌‌led‌‌to‌‌accidents‌‌                                       
and‌ ‌injuries.‌ ‌Our‌ ‌grievance‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌police‌ ‌ought‌ ‌to‌ ‌treat‌ ‌civilians‌ ‌with‌ ‌dignity‌ ‌and‌ ‌respect.‌ ‌ 

We‌‌also‌‌recalled‌‌that‌‌during‌‌the‌‌lockdown,‌‌migrant‌‌labor,‌‌daily‌‌labor,‌‌and‌‌common‌‌man‌‌who‌‌needed‌‌daily‌‌grocery‌‌supplies‌‌                                     
to‌‌feed‌‌the‌‌families‌‌were‌‌most‌‌affected‌‌-‌‌in‌‌the‌‌sense‌‌that‌‌they‌‌had‌‌all‌‌gone‌‌through‌‌various‌‌hurdles‌‌and‌‌tortures‌‌posed‌‌to‌‌                                             
them‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌policemen.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌of‌ ‌them‌ ‌weren’t‌ ‌spared‌ ‌and‌ ‌were‌ ‌beaten‌ ‌to‌ ‌black‌ ‌and‌ ‌blue.‌ ‌Causing‌ ‌bodily‌ ‌hurt‌ ‌or‌‌                                       
destroying‌‌the‌‌property‌‌of‌‌any‌‌individual‌‌is‌‌unacceptable.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌time‌‌for‌‌the‌‌cops‌‌and‌‌the‌‌bureaucrats‌‌to‌‌act‌‌responsibly‌‌and‌‌                                         
embrace‌ ‌respect‌ ‌for‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌liberties‌ ‌that‌ ‌are‌ ‌guaranteed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Constitution.‌‌ ‌  

During‌‌this‌‌time,‌‌there‌‌was‌‌a‌‌considerable‌‌rise‌‌in‌‌custodial‌‌violence‌‌too.‌‌According‌‌to‌‌a‌‌survey‌‌in‌‌the‌‌year‌‌2019,‌‌as‌‌many‌‌                                           
as‌ ‌1739‌ ‌people‌ ‌have‌ ‌lost‌ ‌their‌ ‌lives‌‌in‌‌custody.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌estimates‌‌that‌‌the‌‌unofficial‌‌records‌‌or‌‌unreported‌‌records‌‌of‌‌                                       
cruelty‌ ‌by‌ ‌policemen‌ ‌are‌ ‌a‌ ‌bigger‌ ‌number‌ ‌than‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌ones‌‌officially‌‌filed.‌‌In‌‌a‌‌foreign‌‌country,‌‌there‌‌was‌‌a‌‌custodial‌‌                                         
death‌‌report‌‌which‌‌was‌‌followed‌‌by‌‌huge‌‌agitation‌‌which‌‌led‌‌to‌‌major‌‌reforms‌‌in‌‌the‌‌police‌‌system.‌‌Our‌‌country‌‌has‌‌been‌‌                                         
seeing‌ ‌custodial‌ ‌deaths,‌ ‌encounters,‌‌and‌‌cruelty‌‌by‌‌policemen‌‌on‌‌a‌‌daily‌‌basis‌‌and‌‌it‌ ‌is‌‌worrisome‌‌as‌‌the‌‌Governments‌‌                                     
and‌‌the‌‌general‌‌public‌‌are‌‌silent‌‌on‌‌this‌‌matter.‌‌It‌ ‌is‌‌time‌‌for‌‌the‌‌judiciary‌‌to‌‌take‌‌this‌‌matter‌‌into‌‌consideration‌‌and‌‌do‌‌the‌‌                                               
needful.‌ ‌ 

In‌ ‌this‌ ‌recall,‌ ‌Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌mentioned‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌time‌ ‌and‌ ‌again‌ ‌under‌ ‌article‌ ‌142‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Indian‌‌                                     
Constitution‌ ‌has‌ ‌brought‌ ‌reforms‌‌in‌‌protecting‌‌human‌‌rights‌‌and‌‌Rule‌‌of‌‌Law‌‌such‌‌as‌‌Guidelines‌‌in‌‌D.K.Basu‌‌vs‌‌state‌‌of‌‌                                       
Bengal‌ ‌regarding‌ ‌the‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌an‌ ‌accused‌ ‌during‌ ‌arrest,‌ ‌the‌ ‌procedure‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌followed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌police‌‌during‌‌an‌‌arrest.‌‌                                       
Guidelines‌‌regarding‌‌police‌‌reforms‌‌in‌‌Prakash‌‌Singh‌‌Vs‌‌Union‌‌of‌‌India‌‌reported‌‌in‌‌(2006),‌‌Reforms‌‌in‌‌CBI‌‌Vineet‌‌Narain‌‌                                     
Vs‌ ‌Union‌ ‌of‌ ‌India.‌ ‌In‌ ‌this‌ ‌letter,‌ ‌we‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌appeal‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌lordships‌ ‌to‌ ‌take‌ ‌this‌ ‌Your‌‌Lordships,‌‌may‌‌kindly‌‌also‌‌                                             
understand,‌ ‌the‌ ‌future‌ ‌of‌ ‌pandemics‌ ‌and‌ ‌lockdowns‌ ‌is‌ ‌unpredictable.‌ ‌ 

There‌‌may‌‌or‌‌may‌‌not‌‌be‌‌lockdowns‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future.‌‌But,‌‌if‌‌there‌‌is‌‌a‌‌lockdown‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future,‌‌this‌‌PIL‌‌seeks‌‌to‌‌plead‌‌this‌‌apex‌‌                                                   
court‌‌of‌‌justice‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌the‌‌people‌‌of‌‌India.‌‌As‌‌they‌‌say,‌‌a‌‌stitch‌‌in‌‌time‌‌saves‌‌nine.‌‌It‌ ‌is‌‌not‌‌right‌‌to‌‌beat‌‌a‌‌person‌‌with‌‌                                                     
lathi‌ ‌or‌ ‌damage‌ ‌their‌ ‌personal‌ ‌properties.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌‌below‌‌human‌‌dignity‌‌to‌‌do‌‌so.‌‌We‌‌would‌‌request‌‌the‌‌honorable‌‌court‌‌to‌‌                                         
take‌ ‌this‌ ‌case‌ ‌seriously‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌good‌ ‌and‌ ‌welfare‌ ‌of‌ ‌all.‌ ‌ 

Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌sent‌ ‌this‌ ‌letter‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌Judges‌ ‌of‌‌the‌‌Supreme‌‌Court‌‌and‌‌also‌‌all‌ ‌Chief‌‌Justices‌‌of‌‌High‌‌Courts‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                           
country,‌ ‌requesting‌ ‌to‌‌consider‌‌cognizance‌‌of‌‌this‌‌case‌‌as‌‌a‌‌Suo‌‌Motu.‌‌also‌‌Attached‌‌are‌‌the‌‌Statistics‌‌and‌‌Evidence‌‌of‌‌                                       
Human‌ ‌Rights,‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌Rights,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Fundamental‌ ‌rights‌ ‌violations‌ ‌in‌ ‌India‌ ‌‌https://swatantrata.org/civil-liberty/‌ ‌ 

‌ 

https://swatantrata.org/civil-liberty/


‌ 

 
To,‌‌ ‌  
Hon'ble‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Nuthalapati‌ ‌Venkata‌ ‌Ramana‌ ‌Garu,‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌ 
Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌‌ ‌  
New‌ ‌Delhi.‌ ‌ 

 
 
Subject:‌ ‌‌Application‌ ‌letter‌ ‌to‌ ‌take‌ ‌Suo‌ ‌Motu‌ ‌cognizance‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌of‌ ‌saving‌ ‌the‌ ‌Indian‌‌constitutional‌‌                               
charter,‌ ‌values‌ ‌and‌ ‌Protect‌ ‌the‌ ‌Fundamental‌ ‌Rights,‌ ‌Rule‌ ‌of‌ ‌Law‌ ‌from‌ ‌Indian‌ ‌Police‌ ‌brutality‌‌ ‌  

 

Respected‌ ‌Sir,‌ ‌ 
 
This‌ ‌letter‌ ‌wants‌ ‌to‌ ‌draw‌ ‌your‌ ‌Lordship's‌ ‌attention‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌beating‌ ‌of‌ ‌people‌ ‌with‌ ‌lathis,‌ ‌using‌ ‌violence,‌ ‌abusive‌‌                                   
words,‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌civilians‌ ‌are‌ ‌being‌ ‌treated‌ ‌by‌ ‌police‌ ‌personnel‌ ‌throughout‌‌the‌‌country.‌‌Indian‌‌citizens‌‌are‌‌losing‌‌                                 
their‌‌fundamental‌‌rights‌‌due‌‌to‌‌the‌‌authoritarian‌‌culture‌‌embraced‌‌by‌‌Police‌‌and‌‌bureaucrats.‌‌The‌‌judicial‌‌authorities‌‌                               
should‌‌uphold‌‌the‌‌law‌‌and‌‌protect‌‌the‌‌Human‌‌Rights,‌‌Civil‌‌Rights,‌‌and‌‌Fundamental‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌citizens‌‌guaranteed‌‌by‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌Constitution‌ ‌of‌ ‌India.‌ ‌ 
 
Especially‌‌Article‌‌21‌‌of‌‌the‌‌constitution‌‌ensures‌‌the‌‌right‌‌to‌‌life‌‌with‌‌dignity‌‌and‌‌personal‌‌liberty.‌‌However,‌‌during‌‌the‌‌                                     
pandemic,‌ ‌many‌‌people‌‌who‌‌were‌‌out‌‌to‌‌do‌‌ordinary‌‌chores,‌‌or‌‌attending‌‌hospital,‌‌or‌‌for‌‌any‌‌other‌‌purpose‌‌have‌‌                                     
been‌‌beaten‌‌blue‌‌and‌‌black.‌‌There‌‌were‌‌instances‌‌where‌‌the‌‌youth‌‌had‌‌accelerated‌‌their‌‌vehicles‌‌while‌‌seeing‌‌the‌‌                                   
police‌ ‌and‌ ‌it‌ ‌led‌ ‌to‌ ‌accidents‌ ‌and‌ ‌injuries.‌ ‌Our‌ ‌grievance‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌police‌ ‌ought‌ ‌to‌ ‌treat‌ ‌civilians‌ ‌with‌ ‌dignity‌ ‌and‌‌                                       
respect.‌ ‌There‌ ‌needs‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌transparency‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌model‌ ‌code‌ ‌of‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌in‌ ‌dealing‌ ‌with‌ ‌civilians‌.‌‌ ‌  
 
We‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌bring‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌lordship”s‌ ‌kind‌ ‌notice‌ ‌that‌ ‌this‌ ‌Institution‌‌Supreme‌‌Court‌‌of‌‌India‌‌time‌‌and‌‌again‌‌                                       
under‌ ‌article‌ ‌142‌ ‌of‌ ‌Indian‌ ‌Constitution‌ ‌has‌ ‌brought‌ ‌reforms‌ ‌in‌ ‌protecting‌ ‌human‌ ‌rights‌ ‌and‌‌Rule‌‌of‌‌Law‌‌such‌‌as‌‌                                     
Guidelines‌ ‌in‌ ‌D.K.Basu‌ ‌vs‌ ‌state‌ ‌of‌ ‌Bengal‌ ‌regarding‌ ‌the‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌an‌ ‌accused‌ ‌during‌‌arrest,‌‌the‌‌procedure‌‌to‌‌be‌‌                                     
followed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌police‌ ‌during‌ ‌an‌ ‌arrest.‌ ‌Guidelines‌ ‌regarding‌ ‌police‌ ‌reforms‌ ‌in‌ ‌Prakash‌ ‌Singh‌ ‌Vs‌ ‌Union‌ ‌of‌ ‌India‌‌                                   
reported‌ ‌in‌ ‌(2006),‌ ‌Reforms‌ ‌in‌ ‌CBI‌ ‌Vineet‌ ‌Narain‌ ‌Vs‌ ‌Union‌ ‌of‌ ‌India.‌ ‌ 
 
In‌ ‌this‌‌letter,‌‌we‌‌would‌‌like‌‌to‌‌appeal‌‌to‌‌your‌‌lordships‌‌to‌‌take‌‌this‌‌grievance‌‌in‌‌the‌‌interest‌‌of‌‌the‌‌public‌‌as‌‌a‌‌Suo‌‌                                               
Motu‌ ‌PIL‌ ‌petition.‌ ‌Your‌ ‌Lordships,‌ ‌may‌ ‌kindly‌ ‌also‌ ‌understand,‌ ‌the‌ ‌future‌ ‌of‌ ‌pandemics‌ ‌and‌ ‌lockdowns‌ ‌is‌‌                               
unpredictable.‌ ‌There‌ ‌may‌ ‌or‌ ‌may‌ ‌not‌‌be‌‌lockdowns‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future.‌‌But,‌‌if‌‌there‌‌is‌‌a‌‌lockdown‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future,‌‌this‌‌PIL‌                                           
seeks‌‌to‌‌plead‌‌this‌‌apex‌‌court‌‌of‌‌justice‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌the‌‌people‌‌of‌‌India.‌‌As‌‌they‌‌say,‌‌a‌‌stitch‌‌in‌‌time‌‌saves‌‌nine.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌                                                 
not‌ ‌right‌ ‌to‌ ‌beat‌ ‌a‌ ‌person‌ ‌with‌ ‌lathi‌ ‌or‌ ‌damage‌ ‌their‌ ‌personal‌ ‌properties.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌below‌ ‌human‌ ‌dignity‌ ‌to‌ ‌do‌ ‌so.‌ ‌ ‌   
 
We‌ ‌would‌ ‌request‌ ‌the‌ ‌honorable‌ ‌court‌ ‌to‌ ‌take‌ ‌this‌ ‌case‌ ‌seriously‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌good‌ ‌and‌ ‌welfare‌ ‌of‌ ‌all.‌ ‌ 
 
With‌ ‌warm‌ ‌personal‌ ‌regards,‌‌ ‌  

Yours‌ ‌Sincerely,‌‌ ‌  

Raghavendar‌ ‌Askani‌ ‌ 
Co-founder,‌ ‌Director‌ ‌ 
Swatantrata‌ ‌Center‌ ‌ 
 
 

‌ 
Swatantantra‌ ‌Center‌ ‌for‌ ‌Human‌ ‌Flourishing‌ ‌Foundation‌ ‌ ‌    

Plot‌ ‌No:‌ ‌24,‌ ‌Nagarjuna‌ ‌Enclave,‌ ‌Opp.Jeep‌ ‌Showroom,‌ ‌Madeenaguda,‌ ‌Miyapur,‌ ‌Telangana‌ ‌500049,‌ ‌India‌‌ ‌  
Email:‌ ‌info@swatantrata.org‌ ‌,‌ ‌Mobile:‌ ‌+91‌ ‌8686033665‌  ‌website:‌ ‌Swatantrata.org‌ ‌ 



‌ 

Copy‌ ‌to:‌ ‌ 
● The‌ ‌Registrar,‌ ‌Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Uday‌ ‌Umesh‌ ‌Lalit‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌A.M.‌ ‌Khanwilkar‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Dr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌D.Y.‌ ‌Chandrachud‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌L.‌ ‌Nageswara‌ ‌Rao‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Sanjay‌ ‌Kishan‌ ‌Kaul‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌S.‌ ‌Abdul‌ ‌Nazeer‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Ms.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Indira‌ ‌Banerjee‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Vineet‌ ‌Saran‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌K.M.‌ ‌Joseph‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Hemant‌ ‌Gupta‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌R.Subhash‌ ‌Reddy‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Mukeshkumar‌ ‌Rasikbhai‌ ‌Shah‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Ajay‌ ‌Rastogi‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Dinesh‌ ‌Maheshwari‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Sanjiv‌ ‌Khanna‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Bhushan‌ ‌Ramkrishna‌ ‌Gavai‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Surya‌ ‌Kant‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Aniruddha‌ ‌Bose‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Ajjikuttira‌ ‌Somaiah‌ ‌Bopanna‌‌ ‌  
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Krishna‌ ‌Murari‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Shripathi‌ ‌Ravindra‌ ‌Bhat‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌V.‌ ‌Ramasubramanian‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Hrishikesh‌ ‌Roy‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Abhay.S.‌ ‌Oka‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Vikram‌ ‌Nath‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌J.K.‌ ‌Maheshwari‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Ms.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Hima‌ ‌Kohli‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mrs.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌B.V.‌ ‌Nagarathna‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌C.T.‌ ‌Ravikumar‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌M.M.‌ ‌Sundresh‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Ms.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Bela‌ ‌M.‌ ‌Trivedi‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Pamidighantam‌ ‌Sri‌ ‌Narasimha‌ ‌ 
● Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Judge,‌ ‌Ms.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Bela‌ ‌M.‌ ‌Trivedi‌ ‌ 
● Allahabad‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌‌ ‌Munishwar‌ ‌Nath‌ ‌Bhandari‌,‌‌ ‌  
● Andhra‌ ‌Pradesh‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Arup‌ ‌Kumar‌ ‌Goswami‌ ‌ 
● Bombay‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Dipankar‌ ‌Datta‌ ‌ 
● Calcutta‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Acting‌ ‌Chief,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Rajesh‌ ‌Bindal‌ ‌ 
● Chhattisgarh‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Prashant‌ ‌Kumar‌ ‌Mishra‌ ‌ 
● Delhi‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Dhirubhai‌ ‌Naranbhai‌ ‌Patel‌ ‌ 
● Gauhati‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Sudhanshu‌ ‌Dhulia‌ ‌ 
● Gujarat‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌‌Rashmin‌ ‌Manharbhai‌ ‌Chhaya‌ ‌ 
● Himachal‌ ‌Pradesh‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Ravi‌ ‌Vijaykumar‌ ‌Malimath‌ ‌ 
● Jammu‌ ‌and‌ ‌Kashmir‌ ‌and‌ ‌Ladakh‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Pankaj‌ ‌Mithal‌ ‌ 
● Jharkhand‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Dr.‌ ‌Ravi‌ ‌Ranjan‌ ‌ 
● Karnataka‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Satish‌ ‌Chandra‌ ‌Sharma‌ ‌ 
● Kerala‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌S.‌ ‌Manikumar‌ ‌ 
● Madhya‌ ‌Pradesh‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Mohammad‌ ‌Rafiq‌ ‌ 
● Madras‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Sanjib‌ ‌Banerjee‌ ‌ 
● Manipur‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌P.‌ ‌V.‌ ‌Sanjay‌ ‌Kumar‌ ‌ 
● Meghalaya‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Biswanath‌ ‌Somadder‌ ‌ 
● Orissa‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Dr.‌ ‌S.‌ ‌Muralidhar‌ ‌ 
● Patna‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Sanjay‌ ‌Karol‌ ‌ 
● Punjab‌ ‌and‌ ‌Haryana‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Ravi‌ ‌Shankar‌ ‌Jha‌ ‌ 
● Rajasthan‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Indrajit‌ ‌Mahanty‌ ‌ 
● Sikkim‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice‌ ‌Jitendra,‌ ‌Ms.‌ ‌Meenakshi‌ ‌Madan‌ ‌Rai‌ ‌ 
● Telangana‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌‌M.‌ ‌S.‌ ‌Sri‌ ‌Ramachandra‌ ‌Rao‌ ‌ 
● Tripura‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Akil‌ ‌Kureshi‌ ‌ 
● Uttarakhand‌ ‌High‌ ‌Court‌,‌ ‌Hon'ble‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Justice,‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Raghvendra‌ ‌Singh‌ ‌Chauhan‌ ‌ 
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Statistics‌ ‌and‌ ‌Evidence‌ ‌of‌ ‌Human‌ ‌Rights,‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌Rights,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Fundamental‌ ‌rights‌ ‌violation‌ ‌in‌ ‌India‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌callousness‌‌of‌‌governments‌‌results‌‌in‌‌the‌‌decline‌‌of‌‌civil‌‌liberties‌‌and‌‌human‌‌rights.‌‌India‌‌is‌‌very‌‌much‌‌treading‌‌on‌‌                                       
a‌ ‌similar‌ ‌path‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌regime‌ ‌of‌‌the‌‌Modi‌‌government.‌‌A‌‌2021‌‌report‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Freedom‌‌House‌‌titled,‌‌“‌Democracy‌‌                                     
under‌ ‌siege‌,”‌ ‌has‌ ‌categorized‌ ‌India‌ ‌as‌ ‌partly‌ ‌free,‌ ‌this‌ ‌shift‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌balance‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌ ‌democratic‌ ‌stand‌ ‌towards‌‌                                   
authoritarianism‌‌is‌‌questionable.‌‌India‌‌is‌‌suffering‌‌from‌‌the‌‌scorn‌‌of‌‌a‌‌lethal‌‌pandemic,‌‌insecurity‌‌from‌‌economic‌‌and‌‌                                 
political‌‌decisions,‌‌and‌‌vastly‌‌struggling‌‌to‌‌sustain‌‌the‌‌losses‌‌envisaged‌‌from‌‌the‌‌decline‌‌in‌‌democracy.‌‌All‌‌around‌‌we‌‌                                   
are‌ ‌seeing‌ ‌violations‌ ‌of‌ ‌democratic‌ ‌rights‌ ‌and‌ ‌liberties‌ ‌which‌ ‌are‌ ‌increasing‌ ‌at‌ ‌an‌ ‌alarming‌ ‌rate,‌ ‌thereby‌ ‌creating‌ ‌a‌‌                                   
divergence‌‌between‌‌the‌‌classes‌‌of‌‌citizens‌‌in‌‌the‌‌country.‌‌The‌‌failure‌‌administered‌‌by‌‌the‌‌government‌‌in‌‌various‌‌sectors‌‌                                   
amid‌ ‌the‌ ‌COVID-19‌ ‌pandemic‌ ‌has‌ ‌subjected‌ ‌Indians‌ ‌to‌ ‌catastrophic‌ ‌events‌ ‌that‌ ‌haunt‌ ‌the‌‌Indians‌‌and‌‌make‌‌them‌‌                                 
remember‌ ‌the‌ ‌civil‌ ‌liberties‌ ‌that‌ ‌existed‌ ‌once.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

It‌‌was‌‌the‌‌early‌‌weeks‌‌of‌‌March‌‌2020,‌‌when‌‌the‌‌nationwide‌‌lockdown‌‌was‌‌announced‌‌to‌‌contain‌‌Covid-19.‌‌And‌‌what‌‌                                     
did‌ ‌we‌ ‌witness?‌ ‌Police‌ ‌showing‌ ‌atrocities‌ ‌on‌ ‌people‌ ‌who‌ ‌seemed‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌violated‌ ‌the‌ ‌lockdown‌ ‌in‌ ‌several‌ ‌states,‌‌                                   
including‌‌those‌‌trying‌‌to‌‌get‌‌essential‌‌supplies.‌‌In‌‌West‌‌Bengal,‌‌police‌‌allegedly‌‌beat‌‌a‌‌32-year-old‌‌man‌‌to‌‌death‌‌after‌‌he‌‌                                       
stepped‌‌out‌‌of‌‌his‌‌home‌‌to‌‌get‌‌milk.‌‌A‌‌video‌‌from‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌showed‌‌police‌‌forcing‌‌migrant‌‌workers‌‌trying‌‌to‌‌walk‌‌                                         
home‌ ‌to‌ ‌hop‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌street‌ ‌to‌ ‌humiliate‌ ‌them.‌ ‌Police‌ ‌in‌ ‌several‌ ‌states‌ ‌also‌ ‌arbitrarily‌ ‌punished‌ ‌people‌ ‌or‌ ‌publicly‌‌                                     
shamed‌‌them‌‌for‌‌breaking‌‌the‌‌lockdown.‌‌New‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌torture‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody‌‌and‌‌extrajudicial‌‌killings‌‌highlighted‌‌                                 
continued‌‌lack‌‌of‌‌accountability‌‌for‌‌police‌‌abuses‌‌and‌‌failure‌‌to‌‌enforce‌‌police‌‌reforms.‌‌For‌‌the‌‌first‌‌10‌‌months,‌‌until‌‌                                     
October,‌ ‌the‌ ‌National‌ ‌Human‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌Commission‌ ‌reported‌ ‌77‌ ‌deaths‌ ‌in‌ ‌police‌ ‌custody,‌ ‌1,338‌ ‌deaths‌ ‌in‌ ‌judicial‌‌                               
custody,‌‌and‌‌62‌‌alleged‌‌extrajudicial‌‌killings.‌‌In‌‌June,‌‌a‌‌father‌‌and‌‌son‌‌died‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody‌‌in‌‌Tamil‌‌Nadu‌‌state‌‌after‌‌                                         
being‌ ‌detained‌ ‌for‌ ‌allegedly‌ ‌violating‌ ‌Covid-19‌ ‌lockdown‌ ‌rules.‌ ‌In‌ ‌September,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Central‌ ‌Bureau‌ ‌of‌ ‌Investigation,‌‌                             
which‌ ‌was‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌investigate‌ ‌the‌ ‌deaths‌ ‌following‌ ‌nationwide‌ ‌outrage,‌ ‌charged‌ ‌nine‌ ‌policemen‌ ‌with‌ ‌murder‌ ‌and‌‌                               
destruction‌ ‌of‌ ‌evidence.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌‌July,‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌police‌‌killed‌‌a‌‌suspect‌‌Vikas‌‌Dubey,‌‌saying‌‌he‌‌was‌‌trying‌‌to‌‌escape‌‌police‌‌custody,‌‌making‌‌him‌‌                                       
the‌‌119th‌‌person‌‌to‌‌be‌‌killed‌‌in‌‌an‌‌alleged‌‌extrajudicial‌‌killing‌‌since‌‌the‌‌BJP‌‌government‌‌in‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌led‌‌by‌‌Ajay‌‌                                         
Bisht,‌ ‌who‌ ‌uses‌ ‌the‌ ‌title‌ ‌Yogi‌ ‌Adityanath,‌ ‌took‌ ‌office‌ ‌in‌ ‌March‌ ‌2017.‌‌In‌‌September,‌‌the‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌government‌‌                                   
announced‌ ‌it‌ ‌would‌ ‌set‌ ‌up‌ ‌a‌ ‌special‌ ‌police‌ ‌force‌ ‌that‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌empowered‌ ‌to‌‌search‌‌and‌‌arrest‌‌without‌‌a‌‌warrant,‌‌                                       
raising‌ ‌further‌ ‌concerns‌ ‌about‌ ‌police‌ ‌abuse.‌ ‌According‌ ‌to‌ ‌information‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Home‌ ‌Ministry‌ ‌over‌ ‌11,000‌‌                             
complaints‌‌of‌‌human‌‌rights‌‌violations‌‌have‌‌been‌‌registered‌‌against‌‌police‌‌officials‌‌in‌‌the‌‌financial‌‌year‌‌2020-2021,‌‌with‌‌                                 
5,388‌‌such‌‌cases‌‌being‌‌reported‌‌from‌‌UP‌‌alone.‌‌In‌‌the‌‌last‌‌three‌‌years,‌‌the‌‌NHRC‌‌has‌‌recommended‌‌monetary‌‌relief‌‌                                     
of‌‌Rs‌‌20.42‌‌crore‌‌in‌‌784‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌police‌‌brutality,‌‌disciplinary‌‌action‌‌in‌‌48‌‌cases,‌‌and‌‌prosecution‌‌in‌‌one‌‌case,‌‌the‌‌data‌‌                                           
shows.‌ ‌Last‌‌year,‌‌17,229‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌human‌‌rights‌‌violations‌‌were‌‌filed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌NHRC‌‌and‌‌during‌‌2018-2019,‌‌as‌‌many‌‌as‌‌                                       
28,342‌ ‌cases‌ ‌were‌ ‌filed.‌ ‌During‌ ‌2017-2018,‌ ‌26,391‌ ‌cases‌ ‌were‌ ‌registered‌ ‌by‌ ‌NHRC‌ ‌on‌ ‌complaints‌ ‌about‌ ‌alleged‌‌                               
violations‌ ‌of‌ ‌human‌ ‌rights‌ ‌by‌ ‌police‌‌officials.‌‌According‌‌to‌‌the‌‌statistics,‌‌as‌‌of‌‌January‌‌15,‌‌2021,‌ ‌maximum‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌                                     
human‌‌rights‌‌violations‌‌by‌‌police‌‌personnel‌‌were‌‌reported‌‌from‌‌UP,‌‌followed‌‌by‌‌Delhi‌‌(940),‌‌Tamil‌‌Nadu‌‌(575),‌‌Bihar‌‌                                   
(562),‌ ‌Haryana‌ ‌(408),‌ ‌Andhra‌ ‌Pradesh‌ ‌(384),‌ ‌Rajasthan‌ ‌(352),‌ ‌MP‌ ‌(341),‌ ‌Telangana‌ ‌(288),‌ ‌Maharashtra‌ ‌(246),‌ ‌West‌‌                             
Bengal‌ ‌(231),‌ ‌Odisha‌ ‌(229),‌ ‌Jharkhand‌ ‌(222),‌ ‌Karnataka‌ ‌(175),‌ ‌Uttarakhand‌ ‌(156),‌ ‌Gujarat,‌  ‌(136),‌ ‌and‌ ‌Punjab‌ ‌(125).‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Data‌‌from‌‌India's‌‌National‌‌Crime‌‌Records‌‌Bureau‌‌(NCRB)‌‌shows‌‌that‌‌not‌‌a‌‌single‌‌police‌‌officer‌‌has‌‌been‌‌convicted‌‌                                   
for‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌since‌‌2011,‌‌while‌‌over‌‌860‌‌cases‌‌were‌‌recorded‌‌in‌‌the‌‌same‌‌period.‌‌And‌‌in‌‌the‌‌past‌‌five‌‌full‌‌years,‌‌                                           
only‌ ‌3‌ ‌officers‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌convicted‌ ‌for‌ ‌almost‌ ‌500‌ ‌cases‌ ‌of‌ ‌other‌ ‌human‌ ‌rights‌ ‌violations,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌torture,‌ ‌illegal‌‌                                     
detentions,‌ ‌and‌ ‌extortion.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
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‌ 

Recently,‌‌in‌‌April‌‌2021,‌‌two‌‌policemen‌‌ruthlessly‌‌beat‌‌up‌‌a‌‌rickshaw‌‌puller‌‌in‌‌broad‌‌daylight‌‌on‌‌a‌‌busy‌‌street‌‌in‌‌Indore’s‌‌                                         
Pardeshipura‌‌police‌‌station‌‌area.‌‌The‌‌two‌‌policemen‌‌pinned‌‌the‌‌man‌‌down‌‌and‌‌showered‌‌kicks‌‌and‌‌blows‌‌on‌‌him‌‌while‌‌                                     
several‌‌bystanders‌‌watched‌‌the‌‌impunity‌‌of‌‌the‌‌police.‌‌As‌‌civil‌‌liberties‌‌continue‌‌to‌‌decline,‌‌one‌‌can‌‌witness‌‌the‌‌collapse‌‌                                     
of‌ ‌systems‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌‌three‌‌functions‌‌of‌‌democracy,‌‌four‌‌including‌‌the‌‌media‌‌who‌‌have‌‌aligned‌‌themselves‌‌with‌‌the‌‌                                   
government.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

According‌ ‌to‌‌National‌‌Campaign‌‌Against‌‌Torture‌‌report,‌‌The‌‌National‌‌Human‌‌Rights‌‌Commission‌‌of‌‌India‌‌recorded‌‌                             
1680‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌in‌‌the‌‌year‌‌2020.‌‌Out‌‌of‌‌these,‌‌1569‌‌deaths‌‌took‌‌place‌‌in‌‌judicial‌‌custody‌‌and‌‌111‌‌deaths‌‌                                           
took‌ ‌place‌ ‌in‌ ‌police‌ ‌custody.‌ ‌Annual‌ ‌Report‌ ‌on‌ ‌Torture‌ ‌2020‌ ‌released‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌National‌ ‌Campaign‌ ‌Against‌ ‌Torture‌‌                                 
(NCAT)‌‌reported‌‌that‌‌despite‌‌the‌‌virtual‌‌shutdown‌‌of‌‌the‌‌country‌‌including‌‌complete‌‌lockdown‌‌from‌‌24‌‌March‌‌to‌‌31‌‌                                   
July‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌India‌ ‌witnessed‌‌an‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌during‌‌the‌‌year‌‌and‌‌over‌‌one‌‌suicide‌‌every‌‌week‌‌because‌‌of‌‌                                       
alleged‌ ‌torture‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody.‌‌Around‌‌74.4%‌‌of‌‌the‌‌deaths‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody‌‌took‌‌place‌‌due‌‌to‌‌alleged‌‌torture,‌‌and‌‌                                       
other‌ ‌forms‌ ‌of‌ ‌police‌ ‌brutality‌‌have‌‌also‌‌garnered‌‌public‌‌attention.‌‌According‌‌to‌‌the‌‌National‌‌Crime‌‌Records‌‌Bureau‌‌                                 
(NCRB)‌ ‌data,‌ ‌100‌ ‌cases‌ ‌of‌ ‌custodial‌ ‌deaths‌ ‌were‌ ‌reported‌ ‌in‌ ‌2017,‌ ‌42‌ ‌of‌ ‌which‌‌were‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody.‌‌Thirty-three‌‌                                     
policemen‌‌were‌‌arrested‌‌while‌‌27‌‌were‌‌charge-sheeted.‌‌Forty-eight‌‌police‌‌personnel‌‌was‌‌charge-sheeted‌‌and‌‌three‌‌were‌‌                             
convicted‌ ‌in‌ ‌cases‌ ‌of‌ ‌human‌ ‌rights‌ ‌violation.‌ ‌Overall,‌ ‌2,005‌ ‌cases‌ ‌were‌ ‌registered‌ ‌against‌ ‌police‌ ‌personnel,‌ ‌1,000‌ ‌of‌‌                                 
whom‌‌were‌‌charge-sheeted.‌‌With‌‌456‌‌cases,‌‌Maharashtra‌‌topped‌‌the‌‌list,‌‌while‌‌Gujarat‌‌and‌‌Rajasthan‌‌followed‌‌with‌‌191‌‌                                 
and‌‌169‌‌cases,‌‌respectively;‌‌128‌‌personnel‌‌were‌‌convicted.‌‌According‌‌to‌‌the‌‌NCRB’s‌‌2019‌‌figures,‌‌85‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌custodial‌‌                                   
deaths‌‌were‌‌reported‌‌in‌‌the‌‌year‌‌with‌‌Tamil‌‌Nadu‌‌registering‌‌the‌‌highest‌‌number‌‌of‌‌cases‌‌followed‌‌by‌‌Gujarat,‌‌Punjab,‌‌                                     
and‌ ‌Rajasthan,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Odisha.‌ ‌No‌ ‌policeman‌ ‌was‌ ‌convicted,‌ ‌though‌ ‌14‌ ‌personnel‌ ‌of‌ ‌Gujarat‌ ‌were‌ ‌arrested,‌ ‌and‌‌                               
charge-sheeted.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

For‌ ‌six‌ ‌custodial‌ ‌deaths‌ ‌in‌‌Rajasthan,‌‌three‌‌magisterial‌‌inquiries‌‌and‌‌two‌‌judicial‌‌inquiries‌‌were‌‌initiated‌‌against‌‌erring‌‌                                 
policemen.‌‌In‌‌a‌‌written‌‌reply‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Lok‌‌Sabha,‌‌the‌‌former‌‌Minister‌‌of‌‌State‌‌for‌‌Home‌‌Affairs‌‌G‌‌Kishan‌‌Reddy‌‌stated‌‌                                         
that‌‌1,697‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌were‌‌registered‌‌between‌‌April‌‌2019‌‌and‌‌March‌‌2020,‌‌of‌‌which‌‌1,584‌‌deaths‌‌were‌‌in‌‌judicial‌‌                                     
custody‌‌while‌‌the‌‌rest‌‌(113)‌‌were‌‌in‌‌police‌‌custody.‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌topped‌‌the‌‌list‌‌with‌‌400‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌followed‌‌by‌‌                                       
Madhya‌‌Pradesh‌‌(143).‌‌This‌‌meant‌‌that‌‌about‌‌five‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌took‌‌place‌‌every‌‌day‌‌in‌‌our‌‌country.‌‌But‌‌on‌‌August‌‌                                       
3,‌‌Minister‌‌of‌‌State‌‌for‌‌Home‌‌Affairs‌‌‌Nityanand‌‌Rai‌‌stated‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Lok‌‌Sabha‌‌that‌‌348‌‌custodial‌‌deaths‌‌and‌‌1,189‌‌cases‌‌                                         
of‌ ‌torture‌ ‌by‌ ‌police‌ ‌were‌ ‌reported‌ ‌across‌ ‌the‌ ‌country‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌last‌ ‌three‌ ‌years.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

As‌‌the‌‌society‌‌gripped‌‌itself‌‌with‌‌such‌‌ruthless‌‌demonstrations‌‌and‌‌violence,‌‌various‌‌forms‌‌of‌‌surveillance‌‌of‌‌individuals‌‌                                 
started‌‌taking‌‌another‌‌form‌‌of‌‌abuse‌‌through‌‌the‌‌in-roads‌‌of‌‌India.‌‌In‌‌every‌‌instance‌‌where‌‌a‌‌citizen’s‌‌right‌‌to‌‌privacy‌‌is‌‌                                         
violated,‌ ‌limited‌ ‌recourse‌ ‌is‌ ‌available‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌Indian‌ ‌law‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌present.‌ ‌While‌ ‌technological‌ ‌capabilities‌ ‌are‌ ‌being‌‌                                 
welcomed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌GOI,‌‌the‌‌steps‌‌are‌‌being‌‌accompanied‌‌by‌‌the‌‌collection‌‌of‌‌personal‌‌data‌‌which‌‌is‌‌resulting‌‌in‌‌another‌‌                                       
failure‌‌by‌‌the‌‌government‌‌in‌‌having‌‌created‌‌a‌‌framework‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌help‌‌her‌‌exercise‌‌the‌‌fundamental‌‌right‌‌to‌‌privacy.‌‌                                       
In‌ ‌April,‌ ‌the‌ ‌government‌ ‌launched‌ ‌the‌‌mobile‌‌app‌‌Aarogya‌‌Setu,‌‌purportedly‌‌to‌‌speed‌‌up‌‌contact‌‌tracing‌‌and‌‌ensure‌‌                                   
timely‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌essential‌ ‌health‌ ‌services‌ ‌and‌ ‌public‌ ‌health‌ ‌information.‌ ‌No‌ ‌information‌ ‌was‌ ‌provided‌ ‌on‌ ‌which‌‌                               
government‌‌bodies‌‌would‌‌have‌‌access‌‌to‌‌the‌‌data‌‌collected‌‌through‌‌the‌‌app.‌‌Aarogya‌‌Setu’s‌‌code‌‌was‌‌not‌‌open‌‌to‌‌the‌‌                                       
public,‌‌in‌‌violation‌‌of‌‌the‌‌government’s‌‌own‌‌policy.‌‌Although‌‌the‌‌Ministry‌‌of‌‌Electronics‌‌and‌‌Information‌‌Technology‌‌                               
maintained‌ ‌that‌ ‌downloading‌ ‌the‌ ‌app‌ ‌was‌ ‌not‌ ‌mandatory,‌ ‌many‌ ‌government‌ ‌departments‌ ‌and‌ ‌private‌ ‌companies,‌‌                           
including‌ ‌the‌ ‌Airport‌ ‌Authority‌ ‌of‌ ‌India,‌ ‌made‌ ‌it‌ ‌mandatory‌ ‌for‌ ‌their‌ ‌staff‌ ‌to‌ ‌install‌ ‌it.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Witnessing‌‌a‌‌health‌‌sector‌‌failing‌‌to‌‌provide‌‌basic‌‌needs‌‌and‌‌services‌‌to‌‌the‌‌citizens‌‌states‌‌that‌‌India‌‌has‌‌not‌‌responded‌‌                                       
to‌‌the‌‌pandemic‌‌in‌‌the‌‌way‌‌it‌‌should‌‌have‌‌without‌‌violating‌‌the‌‌rights‌‌and‌‌liberties‌‌of‌‌individuals.‌‌In‌‌a‌‌recent‌‌scenario,‌‌                                         
the‌ ‌government‌ ‌accused‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Muslim‌ ‌Tablighi‌ ‌Jamaat‌ ‌minority‌ ‌of‌ ‌spreading‌ ‌COVID-19,‌ ‌and‌‌as‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌                                 
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‌ 

health‌ ‌care‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌denied‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌Muslims.‌ ‌Instances‌ ‌of‌ ‌hospitals‌ ‌refusing‌ ‌Muslim‌ ‌pregnant‌ ‌women‌ ‌and‌ ‌cancer‌‌                               
patients‌ ‌surfaced‌ ‌in‌ ‌April‌ ‌2020.‌ ‌In‌ ‌the‌ ‌months‌ ‌following‌ ‌the‌ ‌nationwide‌ ‌lockdown‌ ‌of‌ ‌March,‌ ‌social‌ ‌media‌ ‌and‌‌                                 
WhatsApp‌‌groups‌‌were‌‌flooded‌‌with‌‌calls‌‌for‌‌social‌‌and‌‌economic‌‌boycotts‌‌of‌‌Muslims,‌‌alongside‌‌fake‌‌news‌‌stories‌‌and‌‌                                   
other‌‌misinformation.‌‌At‌‌least‌‌200‌‌migrant‌‌workers‌‌were‌‌killed‌‌in‌‌road‌‌accidents‌‌while‌‌walking‌‌long‌‌distances‌‌home‌‌in‌‌                                   
other‌ ‌districts‌ ‌or‌ ‌states‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌lockdown.‌ ‌In‌ ‌May,‌ ‌after‌ ‌intense‌ ‌public‌ ‌pressure,‌ ‌the‌ ‌government‌ ‌began‌ ‌running‌‌                                 
special‌‌trains‌‌for‌‌stranded‌‌migrant‌‌workers.‌‌However,‌‌many‌‌died‌‌from‌‌a‌‌lack‌‌of‌‌food‌‌and‌‌water‌‌on‌‌these‌‌trains,‌‌including‌‌                                       
a‌ ‌four-year-old‌ ‌child‌ ‌who‌ ‌died‌ ‌of‌ ‌hunger.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌police‌‌have‌‌continued‌‌to‌‌use‌‌unlawful‌‌force‌‌and‌‌committed‌‌various‌‌other‌‌human‌‌rights‌‌violations,‌‌abusing‌‌laws‌‌to‌‌                                   
intimidate‌ ‌people‌ ‌and‌ ‌silence‌ ‌dissent‌ ‌on‌ ‌behalf‌‌of‌‌the‌‌union‌‌government.‌‌As‌‌the‌‌COVID-19‌‌pandemic‌‌unfolded,‌‌the‌‌                                 
discriminatory‌‌enforcement‌‌of‌‌the‌‌lockdown‌‌restrictions‌‌by‌‌the‌‌police‌‌heightened‌‌human‌‌rights‌‌concerns.‌‌The‌‌majority‌‌                             
of‌‌those‌‌arrested‌‌for‌‌violating‌‌the‌‌lockdown‌‌guidelines‌‌belonged‌‌to‌‌marginalized‌‌communities‌‌such‌‌as‌‌Scheduled‌‌Castes,‌‌                               
Scheduled‌ ‌Tribes,‌ ‌Denotified‌ ‌Tribes,‌ ‌Muslims,‌‌or‌‌low-income‌‌workers.‌‌In‌‌March,‌‌migrant‌‌workers‌‌who‌‌were‌‌traveling‌‌                             
back‌‌home‌‌were‌‌forced‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh‌‌police‌‌to‌‌crawl‌‌on‌‌the‌‌road‌‌carrying‌‌their‌‌belongings,‌‌as‌‌punishment‌‌for‌‌                                       
breaching‌‌the‌‌lockdown‌‌guidelines.‌‌On‌‌18‌‌April‌‌in‌‌Uttar‌‌Pradesh,‌‌a‌‌Muslim‌‌man,‌‌Mohammed‌‌Rizwan,‌‌died‌‌in‌‌hospital‌‌                                   
two‌‌days‌‌after‌‌being‌‌beaten‌‌by‌‌police‌‌with‌‌batons‌‌when‌‌he‌‌went‌‌out‌‌to‌‌buy‌‌essential‌‌supplies.‌‌As‌‌new‌‌restrictions‌‌were‌‌                                         
imposed‌‌on‌‌freedoms‌‌of‌‌expression‌‌and‌‌assembly‌‌in‌‌response‌‌to‌‌the‌‌COVID-19‌‌pandemic,‌‌this‌‌curtailed‌‌the‌‌existence‌‌                                 
of‌ ‌democracy‌ ‌even‌ ‌more.‌ ‌On‌ ‌24‌ ‌March,‌ ‌Prime‌ ‌Minister‌‌Modi‌‌imposed‌‌a‌‌nationwide‌‌lockdown,‌‌including‌‌mandatory‌‌                               
‘stay-at-home’‌ ‌quarantine‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌Disaster‌ ‌Management‌ ‌Act,‌ ‌a‌ ‌draconian‌ ‌law‌ ‌that‌ ‌provides‌ ‌the‌ ‌government‌ ‌with‌‌                             
sweeping‌‌powers‌‌in‌‌disaster‌‌situations.‌‌It‌‌was‌‌not‌‌just‌‌during‌‌the‌‌pandemic‌‌where‌‌freedom‌‌of‌‌movement‌‌and‌‌assembly‌‌                                   
was‌‌restricted,‌‌one‌‌can‌‌provide‌‌several‌‌instances‌‌where‌‌restrictions‌‌on‌‌civilians‌‌were‌‌imposed,‌‌which‌‌resulted‌‌in‌‌damages‌‌                                 
to‌ ‌public‌ ‌property‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌peaceful‌ ‌protests‌ ‌turned‌ ‌violent.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

These‌ ‌evidential‌ ‌instances‌ ‌provided‌ ‌above‌ ‌are‌ ‌only‌ ‌the‌ ‌ones‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌media‌ ‌was‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌capture‌ ‌in‌ ‌times‌ ‌turning‌‌                                     
authoritarian.‌‌The‌‌blame‌‌does‌‌not‌‌however‌‌completely‌‌rest‌‌on‌‌the‌‌government,‌‌it‌‌rests‌‌on‌‌the‌‌people‌‌who‌‌allowed‌‌the‌‌                                     
oppression‌ ‌power‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌scenario.‌ ‌The‌‌road‌‌where‌‌basic‌‌civil‌‌liberties‌‌are‌‌respected‌‌is‌‌now‌‌in‌‌the‌‌counts‌‌of‌‌wishful‌‌                                       
thinking,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌gradual‌ ‌increase‌ ‌in‌ ‌‌weak‌ ‌governance,‌ ‌an‌ ‌underdeveloped‌ ‌political‌ ‌culture,‌ ‌and‌ ‌low‌ ‌levels‌ ‌of‌‌                               
political‌ ‌participation‌ ‌are‌ ‌now‌ ‌being‌ ‌replaced‌ ‌thoroughly.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

Where‌ ‌do‌ ‌we‌ ‌go‌ ‌from‌ ‌here?‌ ‌That‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌question‌ ‌that‌ ‌needs‌ ‌an‌ ‌answer.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
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